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COMMUNITY

AACEAINIC Kicks-off Black History Month
Celebrating Iconic Figures and The Big Debate

The African-American/Caribbean Education Associa-
tion Inc. (AACEAINC), under the auspices ol President
Rosalind O"Neal, uniquely presented a comprehensive
black history month program featuring past iconic figure
and great debater, Frederick Douglass; : present day iconic
figures Bryan Stevenson of “Just Mcncy fame, motiva-
lmnal speaker and exceptional educator, Dr. Laura Hold-
er-Cribbs, and the Big Debate showcasing Part 11 (Debale)
of AACEAINC’s Speech and Debate Senes.

[he phenomenal event
was held on Saturday,
February 1, 2020 at the 5t.
Matthew’™s A ME, Com-
munity Church of Hollis
where Rev. Dr. Andrea M.
Harpett serves as senior

paslor,
The  Program  ad-
dressed  the  gueshon;

“What does Black Histo-
v Month mean to vou?”
The adept audience pave
oulstandimy TeHPOMSCS
that focused on the Afl-
rican Burial Ground in
lower Manhauwan, vipi-
lance in our community
getting out to vote, the
statues of Frederick Dou-
glasys and Hamel Tubman
that appear i larlem,
MY, knowing our history,
black youth seeking ex-
eellence in education, the
mmportance of giving back
withm our commumily, the
mmporlance of our young
people encacing in speech
and debate activities and
other highlv credentialed
academic activitics, and
more,  President O Neal
brought 1o the [ore a qyn-
opsis ol present day 1con,
Brvan Stcvenson, who
recently got a major U5,
Supreme Court ruling that
deems  unconsiifubional
the mandatory  lile-wilh-

oul-parale  sentences ol

all children under the ape
of 17, Thrcction was fo-
cused on his massion as
an achvisl and public-in-
terest lawyer, who has

protections  to  children
going through the crimi-
nal justice system, Shir-
ley Plapps proseniled a
compelling chronicle on

hiz letter 1o Harriet Tub-
man and his lecture {man-
tlesio) on “What shall be
done with the Negro!”
that was the presage to the
future of the 13th Amend-
menl. Special Guest ol
Honor Dr. Laura Hold-
cr-Ciibbs, the founder of
the High Schoal for Cinl
Faghis was cxceplional,
brilliant, and upliffing,
Her message was one ol
educational  excellence,
justice, having a wvision
and Mulfilling one’s dream.

The Big Debate fol-
lovweed in the Public Fo-
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form of Resolved:  The
Black Community should
welgh the eflects of vid-
eo pames on black youth
and the impact on their
urowth and development,
The  sludents  competled
in the Grade 5-8 division
and camc from middle
school LS. 1920), Success
Academy Charter School.
CQucens Collegiate: A Col-
lege Board Schoaol, and the
Greater Allen Cathedral
Sunday  School.  Team-

mates Koreen Melbourne,

age Il in the Gth grade
Maywa

and Waysome,

FEDM LEFTTO RIGHT: Dehate Team Ghampmns finishing in hrst PlﬂEE' Koreen
Melbourne and Najwa Waysome; President 0'Neal (center); second Place finishers:
Oluwatimilehin Adigun and Omari Francolis.

boen in the fight for the
exoneration of innocent
prisamers on death row,
thie abuse of the incarcer-
aled and the mentally dll,
and the need lor preater

Fredenck Douglass, our
preatest  orator‘debater.
Her adaplanon spoke o
hus fight for the equality
ol blacks in bhondape in
America. Highlights were

rurn slyle, with the wopie,
Black Youth and WVideco
ames. After the wo
tcams wore  determined
in pra or con pogition, the
resolubion then ook the

pge 13 mn the ¥th grade
emerped the champions,
and thev were challenged
b tcammates Oluwatim-
ilchmm Adigum, age 10
the 6lh grade and Oman

GUYANA

Russian Owned Bauxite Company
Dismisses More Than 300 Workers

GEORGETOWM,

CGuyana, Feb 3, CMC
The Russian-owned

aluminium company,
RUSAL Monday dis-
missed all the 326 cm-
plovees at the Bauxite
Company of Guvana
Ine, (BOGI) citing
industrial unrest and
damage (o property.

“The suspension
ol BCGT will have no

impagt on the Company’s
overall perlormance, as
the expected decling in
the overall bauxite supply
[rom Guvana will be
substitured with raw ma-
terial from other mings,”™
the company said m a
slalemend,

But the government
said that i1 has not been
officiallv notified of the
dismissal of the workers,

1abour Mimister
Ecith Scoll and Socal
Protection Mimister said
that company ollicials
held 1alks Monday with
officials from the Labour
Department where the
ferminahion announee-
menl was made,

They said it was clear
that RUSAL did nou at-
tend the meeting to seek
an cnd to the impassc.

Scott said there was
nol nolice 1o the Labour
Drepartment that the
company was moving Lo
terminate the workers.
The RUSAL company of-
ficials also informed the
meeting that the umon
representing the workers
had also not been in-
[ormed.

*“You arc coming here
this mornmg and saving

that over 300} gone
home and sall there
15 no notice 1o us”,
Scolt said, adding the
company ‘s posiion 15
unacceptable.

Thi Guyana
Bauxite and Gener-
al Workers Llmon
(GBGWL) confirmed
il had not received any
communication on the
matlcrs.

Francois, age 11 in the 6th
arade, [Dr, Halder-Gibb's
direciive, the discussions
on Brvan Stevenson and
Frederick Douglass, by
design locused on apply-
mg one's pifis and lalents
and wilizing the art of or-
atory and debate. Without
question, commumcation
15 Lhe primary ool of sue-
ceeding that our young
people must mastee. The
iconic fgures exemplified
thiz notion o the ficrec de-
baters,

AACEAINC proudly
salutes the Judpes: Bew.
Stephanie Betts-Coleman,
Julietre Bowers, Hamierte
Dhaz. Detty Leon, Avan-
na Mays, and Judith Ty-
ler, cach of whom hawve
o background in English
Lanpuage Ans, Speech
Pathology, Education Ad-
ministration, and the Law;
the Coaches:

Kerrvann Burke, Lin-
da  Gouwrdine-Hunt, and
Sandra Sweet; the Host:
5. Matthew’s AMUEI.
Church of Holliz, Rev. Dir.
Andrea M. Hargett, Pas-

tor; the Special Guest ol

Honor: Dr. Laura Hold-
er-Ciibbs;  the  Photog-
rapher:  Jeanv Persaud;
the Promoters: Harmiell
Mgz,  Shirley  Phipps,
Aura Quinones-Moody,
Jovce Samber; the Re-
freshments  Contributor:

Shirlev Phipps; the Spon-
sors; Walenie  Crawlord,
Palmer Cleaners of Cam-
bria Heights, NY. Harri-
eit Diae. Lady Francine
Jarvis, Rosalind O'NMeal,
Rideewood Savings Bank,
Maurgen Thompson As-
sislanl Vice-President, amd
Joyee Samber; and The
lcam: Commander Leroy
Bames, Shawneequa Cal-
licr, Harmett Dhaz, Yolan-
da Johnson, Xwomara Tal-
eye, Avanma Mays, Jeany
Persaud, Shirley Phipps,
Aura  Cuinones-Moody,
Jovce Samber, Hon. Er-
nestne Washington, and
Ret. Sargeant Major Jack-
i Wilson,

AACEAINC s scholar-
chip applicaticns will post
by the end of this month.
High school students who
have mven over M) hours
ol community service and
high-performing academic
eruduating high school se-
niors, should apply. Please
VISIL  WwWW.AACCAING.com
to got details and down-
load appheations lor the
communily, math,
ence, and medicine schol-
arships.
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